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hostilities against the government stiil holding possession
of the capital. Should they succced in subduing the con-
stitutional forces, all reasonable he wall_tben bave expir-
ed ofa ful settlemcn! f our difficulties.

Ou the uther hand, skould the ecvnstitutional party pre-
vail, and their suthority be estublished over the repulil.:c,
there is reason to hope that they will be animated by a less
unfriendly spirit, sud may grunt that redress to American
citizens which justice reguires, so far as they may pnnm
the means. But fur this vxpectation, I should at ence hare
recommended to Congress to grant the necessury puwer trt-_
the President, to tuke possession of a sufficient mmﬂl o
the remote and unsettled territory of Mexico, to be he dln
pledge until our ivjuries shall be redressed and our just de-
mmﬁs be satisfiecd We have already exhaust | every

wilder means of obtaining j_u:sllce. In Ism’:h nocase, lhi::
rewnedy of reprisals is recognised by the luw o nal‘mnf, 0o
only as just in itself, but s . means of preventing aciual wur,

Lut there is another view of our refutions with Mexico,
arising from the anbappy condition of uffairs slong our
southwestern frontier, which demands in:mediate action.—
In that remote region. where there are but few white io-
habitants, lerge bands of hostile and predatory Indians
roam promiscuously over the Mexican Siates of Ch!h‘uﬁhl.l.ﬂ.
and Sonora, and our adjoining Tertitories, The loeal gov7-
ernments of these States are perfeet]y helpless, and are Kept
in & state of constant alarm by the Indians. They have not
the power, if they possessed the will, even to restrain law-
Jess Mexicaus from passing the border and commitfing
depredations on our remote seftlers. A state of 3111:11"ch'5-
and violence prevails thronghout that distant frontier. The
laws are 4 dead letter, and life and property are wholly in-
secure. For this rensun the setilement of Avizona is arres-
ted, whilst it is of great importance that a chiwin of inbabi-
tants should extend all along its scuihern border, sufficient
for their own protection and that of the Unnitd States mail
passing 10 and from California,  Well-founded apprehen-
sinns are now entertained, that the Indiaus, and wandering
Mexicans equally lawless, may breuk up the important stage
and postal connnunication recently established between onr
Atlantic und Pacific possessions.  This passcs very near to
the Mexican boundary, thronghout the whele length of Ari
zona. 1 canimugine no pussible remiedy for these evils, and
no mode of restoring law end order on that remoie and un-
settled frontier, but for the government of the United Siates
to assume 8 temporary protectorate over the northern por-
tions of Chihauhau and Sonora, and to establish military
posts within the same—and this [ earnestly rxcommend to
Congress. This protection may be wnl:d_r:m'n' us soon as
Iceal governments shall be estublished in these Mexican
States, capable of perfurming their duties 1o the United
States, restraining the lawless, aud preserving peace along
the border. B )

I do not doubt that this measure will be viewed in a
friendly spirit by the governments and people of Chihuabua
and Sonora, as 1t will prove equally effectual for the protec-
tion of their citizens on that remote and lawless fiontier, u8
for citizens of the United States.

TERRITORY OF ARIZONA. i

And in this connexion, permit me to recall your attention
to the condition #f Ar:zona. The population of that Terri-
tory, numbering, as is alleged, more than fen thonsand souls,
are practically without a government, withont laws, and
without any regular administration of justice. Murder snd
other erimes are committed with impunity, Th's siate of
things calls loudly for redress; and I, therefore, repeat wmy
recommendation fur the estublishment of a territoriul gov-
ernment over Arizoni.

CENTRAL AMERICA.

The politieal cenditicn of the parrow isthins of Central
America through which transit routes pass, between the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans, presents a subject of ceep inter-
est 1o all commercial nations. It is over these transits that
a large proportion of the trade and travel between the En-
ropean and Asiatic continents, is desiined 1o pass, To the
United States these routes are of inealenlable importance,
as a means of communicativn between therr Atlintie and
Pacific pussessions, The latter now extend througshout 17
deg. of lutitude on the Puciie coast, embiacing the inp. r-
tant State of Califirnia and 1he Honrishing Territories of
Oregon and Washengton,  All comnmercial nations, there-
fore, have a deep and direct interest, thut these communi-
eations shall be rendered secnre from interruption. If anarm
of the sea, conneciing the two veeans, penetrated through
Nicaragua and Costu Riea, it could no he pretended that
these SNiates would have the right to arrest or retard its
navigation, to the injury of other nations.  The trunsit by
land over this narrow isthmus, ocenp es nearly the same

wsition. It is a highway in which they themselves have
ittle interest, when compured with the vasi interests of the
rest of the world.  Whilst their rights of sovereiznty onght
to be respected, it 18 the dury of other nations to require,
that this important pessage shall not be interrnpted by the
civil wars and revolutionary outbreaks, vhieh have so fre-
quently occurred in thut region. The stake is tov important
to be left at the merey of rival companies, cl.iming io hold
eonflicting contructs with Niearngua. The commerce of
other nations is not to stand st:1 and await the sdjnsiment
of such petty controversies. The government of the United
States expect no more than this, und they will not be satis-
fied with less. They waould vot, i they couid, derive any
advantage trom (he Nicaragua transit, not common o the
rest of the world. Its veutrality and prowection for the
coemmon use of all llalilll"l.‘l, i= their ﬂ'l'llj' tl'ljcc!, Thuy have
no vbjection that Nicaragua shall demand and receive a fair
copensation, from the compunies und indiv daals whe may
traverse the route; but they insist that it shall wever here-
after be clused, by an arbitrary deeree of thut government.
If dispmtes arige between it and those with whom they may
have entered into contracts, these must be adjusted by some
fair tribunal provided for the purpose, sod the route must
oot be closed pending the con roversy. Tlus is onr whole
policy, and it eannot fail to be ncecepruble 1o other pations.

All these difficulties might be nvoided, if, cousistently
with the good faith of Nicuragua, the use of this transit
contd be thrown upen to general competition; providing at
the sume time for the paynent ol 4 reasonable rate to the
Nicaragnan government, on pussengers and freight.

I August, 1852, the Accessory Transit Company made
its first intersceanic trip over the Nicanguan route, and
continned in suceessful uperation with great advantaze to
ihe publie, until the 1>th February, (556, when it was elos-
ed, and the grant to this company, as well as 1itx charter,
were summarily and arbitrarily revoked by the gosvernment
of President Rivas, Previons to this date, however, in
1854, serions disputes concerning the settiement of their ae-
evunts hud arser between the company and the govern
ment, threatening the intcrruption ol e roite at any nio-
ment, These ihe United States in vain endeavored t» comn-
pese. It wounld be useless 1o mrrate the varions preceed-
iiz= which took place between 1he parties, up till the rime
wher the transit was diseontinned. ” Suflice it to say, that,
-iaee February, 1356, it bas remained closed, grewly 1o the
prviudice of eitizens of the Uniied States,  Since that time
b comipetition ling ceased between the rival rontes of Pa-
uaron awd Nienragus, and, in cunsequence therenf, an usjnust
wtid unreasonsble mnount bas been exacted from our eiti-
zens for their passage to and from Califirnia.

A treaty was signed on the 1ith day of November, 1877,
by the Secretary of Stute and winister of Niewragua, under
the stipulations of which the use and protection of the
transit ronte would have been secured, not only to the Uni-
ted States, but equutly to sl uther vations. How and on
what pretexts this treaty has fuiled to reeoive the ratification

of the Nicaraguan government, will apprar by the papers
herewith communicaied from the State Department. The

prillcipal oljection scems to have been, to ihe provisien an-
therizing the United States to employ foree o Leep tha
roile open, in case Nicaragua should fail 1o pertorm her
duiy iv this respeet.  From the fecbleness of iliat repnblie,
its frequent chiunges of government, and {18 constani mter-
na! digscnsions, this had become a8 most importans st BB
tion, and one essentially necessary not only for ihe securi-y
of the rvute, but for the safery of Anerican eit'zons passinz
and repassing to and from eur Pucifie possessions. Were
such a sti‘m}uti-m embraced in a treaty Lel\\'u. n the United
States and Nienragrua, the knowledge of this tae: wonld of
itself most probubly prevent hostile parties fron e inmittine
aggressions on 1l route, and render our actual interference
for i1s protection unnecessary.

The execntive government of tlis country, in its inter-
course with lereign nations, is limited 1o the emplyy ment
of diplemaey alove. When this fails, it can proceed no far-
ther. Tt cannot legitimately resort to foree, without the
direct anthority of Congress, except in resisting and repeli-
ing hestile attnck=. 1t would bave no authority to enter
the territories oof Niearugun, even to  revent the desiruetion
of the trapsit, and profect the lives und properiy of our own
eitizens on their pussage. Tt is true, that on a sudden eum-
ergency uf this character, the President wonld direet any
armed force in the vicinity to mareh to their relief, but in
doing this he wonld act upon his uwn responsibility.

Under these circamstances, 1 earnestly recommend to
Congress, the passage of an act authorising the President,
under such restrictions as they may deem pruper, to em-
ploy the land und naval furces of the United States in re-
venting the transit from being ubstructed or closed by law-
less violence, and in protecting the lives and property of
American citizens travelling thereupon, requiring st” the
same time that these forces shall be withdrawn the moment
the danger shall have passed away. Without such u pro-
vision, our citizens will be vonstantly exposed to interrap-
tion in their progress, and to lawless violence,

A similar necessily ex‘sts for the passuge of sncl an act
for the protection of the Panama and Tehuantepec ron‘es.

In reference to the Panama ronte, the United States, by
their existing treaty with New Granada, expressly guqron.
tee the nentrality of the Isthmus, * with the view that the
free transit from the ome to other sea may not be interrupt-
ed or embarrassed in any future time while 1his teeaty
eixats.”

In regard to the Tchuantepec route, which has been re-
eentlyrpened under the most favor:ble auspices, our treaty
with Mexico of the 30th December, 1853, secures to the
citizens of the United States a right of transit wver it for
their persons and werchandise, and stipulates thut neither
government shall “inler[mse any obstacle” thereto. It alse
concedes 1o the United States the “right to tiansport aeross
th= isthmus in elosed bags, the mails of the Uniied States
not intended for distribution along the line of the commu-
nication; also, the effects of the United States government
and its eitizens which muy be intended for transit, and not
for distribation on the isthmos, free of custom-house or
other charges by the Mexican guvernment.”

These treaty stipulations with New Granada and Mexico,
in addition to the considerslions applicable to the Nicara-
gua route, seem to tequire legislation for the purpuse of
carrving them into eflect.

The injuries which have been inflicted npon our citizens
in Costa Ricaand Nicaragun, during the lust two or three
years, bave received the prompt attention of this govern-
ment. Some of these injuries were of the most nggrarated
character. The transact.on at Virgin Bay in Apnl, 1356,
when a company of unurmed Americans, who were in no
way oonnected with uny belligerent conduct or party, were
fired upon by the troops of Costa Rica, and numbers of
them killed and wounded, was brought to the knowledge
of Congress by my predecessor soon after its ocenrrence,
aod was also presented to the government of Costa Rica,
for that immediate investigation ung redress which the na.
ture of the case demanded A similar eonrse was pursned
with reference to other vutruges in these countries, some of
which were burdly less aggruvated in their charueter than
the transaetion nt Virgin Ba_\ At the time, however, when
our present minister to Nicuragua was appuinted, mn De-
eember, 1857, no redress had been ubrained for any of these
— .and no reply-even had been received fo the de-
m uds which had been made by this g .vernment up n that
of Qusia Rica, more than & year befure. Qur minister was

instructed, therefore, to lose no time io ex ing to those
governments the deep regret with which the President had
witnessed this inattentiou to the just claims of the United
States, and in demunding their prompt and satisfuctory ad-
justment. Unless this demand shall"be complied with at
an_early day, it will only remain for this governwent to
adopt such other measures us may be neccssary, in order to
obtain for itse!f that justice whicn it has in vain aﬂem‘prgfl
to secure by pesceful means, from the goveruments of Ni
caragun and Costa Riea. While it has shown, and will con-
tinne to show, the most sincere regard for the righfs and
honor of these republics, it cannot permit this regard to be
met by an utter neglect, on their part, of what is duoe to
the government und citizens of the United States

Aginsi New Granad: we have long-standing canses of
complaint, arising out of the unsatisfied cla‘ms of our cit:-
zens upen (hat republic; and to these huve been more re-
contly added the outrages committed upon our eitizens at
Panama in Apnl, 1856, A treaty for the adjustment of
these diffien!ties, was eoncluded by the Secretary of State
and the minister of New Granada, in Seprember, 1857,
which contained just and acceptuble provisions for that pur-

wse. This treaty was transmitted to Bogoty, and was rat-
ified by the government of New Granadu, but with certain
amendments. [t was not, however, returned to this eity
until after the close of the last session of the Senate. [t
w.ll be immed-ately transmitted t» that body for their ad-
vice und consent; and should ihis be obtained, it wili re-
move ull onr existing causes of compluint against New
Granada on the subject ot elaims.

Questions have arisen between the two governments, as
to the right of New Grannda to levy a tonnage duty npon
the vessels of the United States in its ports of the Isthmns,
and to levy a passenger faX upon our citzens arriving in
that conwiry, whether with a design to remain there or t
pass from ocean to ocean by the transit Tonte; and also a
tax upon the mail of the United States transported over the
Panama railroad. The government of New Granada has
been infurmed, that the United States wonld eonsider the
callection of either of these taxes, as an act in violation of
the ireaty befween the two countries, amd as snch wonld be
resisted by the United States, . At ‘Ihp sume time, we ure
prepared 1o discuss these quextions in a spiril of amity and
justiee, and with a sincere desire to adjust them in a satis-
fuctory manner. A negotiation for that purpose has alrea
dy been commenced.  No effort has recently been made to
collect these taxes, noris any auticipated under present cir-
cnmstances. N . ‘

With the empire of Brazil our relations are of the most
friendly charaeter. The productions of the two eountries,
and especially those of an agricuitural nature, ure such as
to invite extensive mutual exchanzes. A large quantiiy of
American flour is consumed in Brazil; whilst more than
trehle the amount in value of Brazilian coffee is ennsnumed
in the United States.  Whilst this is the case a heavy duty

Ims been levied, until very rec ntly, upon the importation of |

American flour into Brazil. 1 am gratified, howerer, to be
able 10 inform vou that in September last this has been re-
duced from %1 392 to ubout forty-nine cen's per barrel, and
the duties on other articles of our production have been
diminished in nearly the same proportion. )

[ recret to state that the government of Brazil continues
to levy au export duly of about 11 per cent. on coffee, not-
wi-hstanding this article i admitted free from duty in the
United States.  This is a heavy charge upon the consnmers
of coffee in our country, as we purchase half of the entire
surplus crop of that artigle ruised in Biazil.  Our minister,
under instructions, will reiterate hiseffirts to have this ex-
port duty removed; and it 15 hoped that _the Pnl_ighrpm-d
government of the Emperor will adopt this wise, just, and
equns poliev.  Tu that eveat, there 1s good reason t o believe
that tlie cornmerce besween 1he rwo countries will greatly
irerease, much to the advaniage of both.

The elums of onr ertizens against the government of Bra-
zil are not, in the aggregate, of very large amount: bt
some of these rest gpon plain prineiples of justice, aml their
setilement aught not to be lunger dilaved, A renewed and
earnest, and [ trust a successfal effori, will be made by our
minister to preenre their final adjnstment. )

On the 2d of June last, Congress pas=ed a joint resolution
anthorizing the President * to adopt such measurss and use
such foree as, in his jndgment, may be necessary and advi-
sable’ * fur the purpose of adjusting the d:ﬁ'crem_:t- betwern
the United States and the republic of Parnguny, in eonnee:
tion with the attack on the United States steamer Water
W teh, und with other measnres rn f rred 10" in his snnnal
message.  And on the 12th Jnly fullowing, they miade an
a;-pr--l-rimiun 1 {}] d(-:'!'!!_\‘ Iht' etpvusus el comp n=ation t_.fn
coinniizgioner to tha: republic, should the Pres:dent deew
it proper to muke snch an appointment.

In compliance with these enactments, I have nppointed a |

coanmissioner, who has l-l'laL’-l’drd to l’!ll‘i!ml:a}'. with full
p wers and instructions to settle these differences in an
amiecuble and peaceful manner, if practicable. His experi-
ence and discretion justify the hope, that he may prove sne-
cessful in convineing the Parmgnayan govermment, that it
is due both to honor and justice, that they should volunta-
rily and promptly make stonoment lor the wramgs which
they have committed against the United Sta'es and indem-
nify our injured citizens whom they have foreibly despotled
of their property.
. th"!g our eommissioper prove unseece<sful, after a sin-
cere and earnest effirt, 10 aceomplish the ohjeet of his mis-
sion, then no alternative will remain, buat the employment
of furce to ubtain * jnst sarisfictien” from Puraguay. In
view of this emting=ney, the Seere‘ary of the Nuvy, under
my direction, has fitted oot and despuiched a naval foree,
to rendezveus cear Boehus Avres, which, it is believed. wiil
rove suflicient for the oecasion. 1 is my enrnest desire,
wwever, that it may not be found necessary to resort to
this last alternative.
THE LATE COMMERCIAL REVULSION
When Congress met in December lust, the business of
the country had just been erushed. by one of those periodi-

cal revulsions, whech are the ivevitable cm 8 guece of |
our unsonnd and extravagant system of bank credit and in- |

flated eurrency. With all the clements of national weualth
in abundaree, onr mannfietures were suspended, onr nseful

public and private enferprizes were arrested, and thonsands
of luborers were deprived of employment and redoced to |

want.
manufucturing, and mech:anica! elunsses
feit the more severely in the United States, becunse similar
canses had prodnced the like deplorable efleets thronghont
the comuicreial nations of Europe,
sid reverses at the same moment.

Unirersal distress prevatled amonz the cominereinl, !
Thisvevnlsion was |

All were experieneing |
Our mannfaeturers !

everywhiere suffered severels, nor beeanse of the ricent re- |

duetion in the tur Fof duties on imperis, but beciiuse there

wis no demand ut anv priee for their produetions,
p »-p'e were obliged to restriet themselves, in their purcha-
ches, 1o articles of prime necessity.  In the general pros.
tration «f busm s, the iromr manufacturers in difierent

The |

States probabiv suffered more than any other elass, and |
much destitution was the inevituble eonsequence, among

the great number of workmen who had been employed in
this nseful brasch of onr industrr. . There could be no snp-

!y where there was no demand, To pres-nt an exampie, |

there conld be no demand for railroad iron, afier our mag-
dificent sy tem of ratlroads, extending 11s benefits to every
pontion of the Unien, had been bronght to a dead panse,—
The =ame consequences have resnlted from  similar canses
to many other mnches of useful mannfactures. It is self
evident that where there is ne ability 1o purchase manufie-
tured articles, these cannot be sold, and consequgntly must
eense to be prodoced.

No government, aiud especially a government of s 1, lim-

ited powers ns that of the United States, could have preven-

ted the late reva s on. The whele commiereial world seem
ed fur vears to have been rushinig to this catastrophe. The
same 1minens consequences would have follswed in the
United States, whether the duties apon foreien import= had
remained as they were under the tmiff of 15845, or had been
raised 1o a much higher standard. The tarifl of 1957 had
no agency in the result.  The gencral causes existing
threughout the world, eonld not have been eontrolled by
the legislation of any particutar conntry. )
The periodieal revalsions which have existed in onr past
history, must continne to return at intervils, so long as onr
resent nebounded system of bank eredits shall prevail.
hey will, prubably, be the less sovere in future: beecanse it is
not to he expected, at least fur ma v years 1o come, that the
¢ mmercial nations of Europe, with whose interests our own
are so materially involved, will expose themselves to sinilar
calamities. But this subject was treated so much at large
in my last annual message that [ shall oot now pursne it
further. Still, T respectfully resew the reeommendation,
in favor of the passage of a uniform baukrupt law, applica-
ble to banking institntions.  This is all ilie direct pOwWer over
the subject which, I believe, the federal government possess-
es. Such a law would mitigate, though it might not prevent
the evil. The mstinct of gelt-preservation might prodnce a
wholesome restruint upon their banking business, if they
knew in advance, that a suspension of speeie payments
would inevitabiy produce their civil death
But the effects «f the revalsion are now slowly but snrely
passing away. The energy und enterprise of our citizens,
with our nnbounded resources, will, within the weriod of
another yvear, restore n state of wholesome industry and
trade.  Capital has again accumulated in our large cities.—

nally reviving, and so soon asit’is dizcovered that this cap-
ital ean be profitably employed in commercinl and manufac-
turing enterprises, and in the eonstruction of railroads and
other works of public and private improvemoent, prosperity
will again smite thioughout the I.+? Tt is vain, however,
o d’sguise the fuet from ourselves, that speculative infla-
tion of our eurrency, withoa! a corresponding inflation in
other countries whose manufactures come intuo competition
with our own, must ever produce disastrous reaults to onr
domestic mannfactures.  No tariff, short of absolute prohi-
bition, can prevent these evil consequences.

OUR FINANCIA . CONDITION.

In eonnexion with this subject, it is proper to refer to onr
financial codition The same causes which have produced
pecuntary distress thranghont the coun ry, have so reduced
the amount of imports from foreign countries, that the rev-
enue has proved inadequate to meet the necessary expenses
ol the government. Tosupnly the deficiency, Congress, by
the act of the 23d of December, 1837, unthorized the issne of
20,000,000 of treasury notes ; and, this proving inadequate,
g.'f?:-,:‘,:nh',’riffd’ by the act of June Mtllll, 1553, a loan of
ir b;. H]:;r-"m beapplicd to the payment of appropriations

INCREASE OF REVENUE—SPECIFIC DUTIES.
. No statexinan wou'd advise, that we should g on increas
ing the nativual debt 10 meet the ordinary expenses of the
government. This would be & most ruinous policy. In
cases of war, our credit mustbe onr chie’ resource, at least
for the first year, und this would be greatly impaired by
having eon‘racied u lurge debt in time of pence. It iz onr
trne p.-ltc.\', to Increace our revenue so as in etllml our ex-
nditares. 1t would be ruinous to continne tv borrow. —
jesides, it may be proper to observe, that the incidental
prutection, thus afforded by a revenne tariff, would a1 1he
present momnent, 10 sume extent, increase the confidence of
the manufsccur ng inserests, und give u fresh impulse to
pml‘ reviving business. To this, surely, no person will ob-
Jjeet,

In regard to the mode of assessing and colleeting duties
under @ strictly revenue tariff, I have long entertuined and
often expressed the opinion, that sound puliey requires this
:hould be done by specific daties, in cises to which these
can Le properiyapplied. They are well udapted to ¢vmodi-
ties which are usually 8)1d by weight or by measure, and
whiel, from their nature, are of equal or of nearly eguul
value. Such, for example, are the articles of iron of Qi tfer
ent clusses, maw sugur, aud foreign wines and spirits.

.. In my deliberate jndgment, specific duties are the best,
mu the only meuns of securing the revenue against false

dulent invoices, and such bas peen the practice

The rate of interest is there very low,  Uonlidence is grud- |

adopted this r other commercial pations.—
Besides, a:;:eiﬁe Smm would afford to the American man-
ufacturer the incidental advantages to which he is fairly en-
titled under a revenue turiff The present aﬁ:'_t‘em is a slid-
ing scale to his disadvaniage. Under it, when prices are
high and business prosperous, the duties rise in amount
when he least requires theiraid.~On the contrary, when

~ prices fall, and he is struggling against adversity, the duties

are diminished in the saine proporkion, greatly to bis injury.

Neither would there be dunger that & higher rate of duty
than that intended by Congress, ¢ould be levied in the furm
of specilic duties. 1t wonld be easy to uscertuin the aver-
age value of any impor ted article for a series of years; and,
instead of subjecting it to an ad valorem duty at a certain
raie per ceutum, lo substitute in its place an equivalent
speciiic du'y. .

By such an arrangement the consumer would not be in-
jored. It is trae, he wight have to pay a ittle more duty
orra given article i one vear; but if so, he would pay a
little less in unother, und in a series of years these would
counterbalunce each otber, and minonnt to the same thing,
so fur as his interest is eoncerped. This inconvenionce
would be trifling, when contrusted with the additional se-
cnrity thus affurded against frauds upon the revenue, in
which every consuimer is directly interested. )

I huve thrown out these spogestions as tlge fruit ol: my
own vb-ervation, to which Uongress, in their better judg-
meal, will give such weight as they may justly deserve.

TREASURY DEPARTMENT. ) .

The report of the Secretary of 1the Tn'.a.-iury' will expluin
in detail the operations of that department of the govern-
went.  The receipts into the treasury from all sources do-
riug the fiseul year ending suth June, 1338, inciuding l‘he
ir asury notes unthorized by the act of December 23, 1857,
were seventy million two hundred and seventy-three thou-
sand eight hundred and sixX1y nine dullqra and tifty-nine
cents, (70,972,864 59.) which amount, with the balanee of
seventeen mill:on seven hundred and ten thousand ove
hundred and fonrteen dollars and twenty seven cents ($17,-
TIn1i4 27) remaining in the treasury at the commence-
ment of the vear, made an aggregate for the service of ihe
year of eighty-seven mitlion nive hundred and eighty-three
thonsand nine bundred and eighty-three dollars and eighty-
SiX cunts, (57,080,453 S56.) .

The public expenditures during the fiscal year ending
June 34, 1855, amounted to eighty-one million five hundred
and eighty-five thousand six hundred and sixty-seven dol-
lurs and ée-r(,-m_v-six cents, (£81,585,667 TH,) llf-\\‘llil.:h nine
milijon six burdred and eighty-fonr thousand five hundred
and thirty-seven dollurs and ninety-nine cents (£9,544 -
37 Un) were applied to the payment of ihe p_llbl:c debt, and
the redemption ot treasury notes with the interest there-
on, lewving in the treasury on July 1, 1855, being the com-
mencement of the present fiseal yvear, six mithion three hun-
dred and ninety-eight thousand three hundred and sixieen
dollars and ten eents, (26,395,516 10.)

The receipts into the treasury, during the first quarfer of
th~ present fiseal year, commeneing the Ist July, 1-3~, in-
cluding one-ha!f of the luan of twenty mill'ons of dallars,
with the premium upon ir, authorized by the act of i4ih
June, 1855, were tweniy-five imillion two hundied and thira
iy thousand eight huapdred und seventy-nine dollars and
forty-six cents, (225,95 ~7u 46 and rthe estimated receipts
tor the remaining three quarters to the SothJune, 1859, trom
ordinary sources, are tairtyv-cight million five hundred
thousand dollars, (55,500,000, ) making, with the balunce
betne stuted, an aggregute of seventy mullion vne hundred
und iwentv-pine thousand one hundred and ninety-live
dedl rs and fiftv-six eents, (70,129,105 565,

The expenditures, during the first gnarter of the present
lisea! vear, were twenty-one million seven handred ana
eight thousand one hundred and ninetv-cight dollars and
filiv-ome cents, (F21,70<,158 51,0 of which one million and

ten thonsand one hundred and forty-two dollars and thir- |
ty-seven cents (3] 0i0,i42 47) were applied to the pavment |

ol the public debt and the redemption of trexsary notes and
the terest thereon. The estimated expend.iures, during
the remainnzs three quarters to Zuth June, (559, are fifiv-
two millon three hundred ana fifty-seven thonsand six
hundred and uvinety-eight dollars and forty-eight cents,
CESLIST RS S making an agprresate of sevent y-four mil-
Lon sixty-tive thausand eight hundred and nivety-six dol-
lars and nietv-nine eents, ( £74,065,505 9, ) being an excess
of expenditure, beyond the estimated receipts into the trea-
sury irom ordinary sources, during the fiseal year to the
S0t June, 1559, of three mdion nine hondred snd thirty-
2ix thousand seven hondred and one doilars and forty-three
een’ys (SAUNETeL 450 Exiraordiary means are plaeed by
faw w.thin the eommand of the Secretary of the Treasury,
by the rei=sue ol treasury notes redeemed, and by negotia-
ning the balanee of the loan anthorized by the act of 14th
June. 1555, 1o the exient of cleven millions of dollars,
which, it realized during the present tiscal vear, will leuve
a bulanee in the ireazary on the first day of July, 1555, of
seven millivn sixty-three thousand two hundred and nine-
Ty-eight doliars und fifiy-seven cents, (&7 003,908 57 )

The estivited receipts during the next fiseal vear end-
ing Suth June, 1860, are sixtyv-two millions of doliaks, ( $62,.-
v ) which, with the above vsiimated balance of seven
million sixty-*hree thousand two hundred and ninety-eight
dolars and fifiy-seven cents, (27 043,205 36,) make an aa-
givzate for the service of the next tiscal year, of sixty-nine
meilion sixty-three thousand two hundred and ninety-eight
dolfarsand fifiy-seven cents, (F69,063,99~ 57.) The esti-
matel expenditures during the next fiscal vear ending 30th
dune, IS0, are seventy-three miliion oue handred and thit-
ty-nine thousand one hundred and forty-scven dollars and
forty-six cent-, (¥75,150,147 46,) which leave a deficit of
estimated weans, compared with the estimated expendi-

- Congress and the other

tares for that vear, connmencing on the Istof Jaly, 1559, of

four mitlion aud seventy-five thiousand eight handred and
fortv-eighit dotlars und e:ghty-nine cents, ($4,075,%4% T4.)
In addition to this sum, the Postmaster General will re-
quire trom the treasury, fur the service of the Post Oflice
Department. three million eight handred thirt v-eight thou-
samd =even handred and twentv-eight aollars, (Fi. 508,723,
as explained in the report of the Seeretary of the Trensnry,
which will increase the estimated deficit on the 30l June,
1560, 10 seven mithon nine hundred snd tourteen 1hon<and
five hundred and seventy-six dollars and eight veniie Cents,
(FLNILATES Ta provide for the payment of this estimg-
ted deficieney, which will be inereased by such appn pria
tions as may be made by Congress, not estimated for in the
report of the Treasury Department, as well as to provide
for the gradnal redemption, from vear to vear, of the vnt-
standing treasury notes, the Secretary of the Treasary re-
canends such a rovision of the present tariff as will ruse
the required amount.  After what I have slreads said, 1

need seuwreely add that 1 conear in the opinion expressed in |

his rey‘.rl, 1that the pubiie debt shonld not be inereased by
an adelional locy, and would therefore strongly u ge up-n
Comzress the daty of making, at their present sess'on, ihe
necessary provision for meeting these lubilities,

The pubiic debt on the 1st July, 1555, the commence-
ment ol the present liseal Year, wus £23, 155,097 7,08,

During the first quarter of the present vear, the sum of
Stogmmiote has been negutiated of the loan authorized hy
the aet of 14th June, Isos—making the present outstandinge
public debt, exelusive of tressary notes, £35,155 =
There was on the 1st of duly, 1558, of the treasury notes
issued by anthority of the act of December 23, 1857, unre-
dee:mned, the sum of F19.754 500 —minking the amonnt of e
tual indebrodness, ut that date, £54,910,777.66. T this will
be added F10,000 000 duripg the present  fiscal vear— this
being the remmining hait of the loan uf &0, 000, U0 not yet
negotinted. Z

The rapid increase of the public debt, and the necessity
which exist for a wadification of the tariff, 1o meet even
the ord nary expenses of the government, ought to aciwon-
ish us all, in our respeetive splieres of dnoty, to the practice
of rigid econnmy.  The objects of expenditure shounld be
limited in nnisber, ns far as this mav be practicable, and (he
appropristions necessary to carry them into elieet, ought
1 be d sbursed under the strictest acconntability, Enlight-
ened eeonomy dues not eonsist in the refusal Iu]qrpr-rpr:aie
money for constitntiona! purpuses, essential to the defence,
progress, and prosperity of the republie, but in taking tare
thit vone of this money shall be wasted by mismanagement,
1 its application to the objects designated by law.

Compurisons between the anuuu! expenditure at the pre-
gent v'me:, and what it Was ten or twenly vears ago, ate ule
together fallacions.  The rapid inerease of our cofintry in
extent and population, renders a corre=sponding increase of
expenditure, to some extent, unavoidable.  This is consiant-
Iy creating rew objects of expenditure, and angmenting the
amount required for the old.” The true questions then, are,
have these objcets becn unnecessarily multiplied ? or, has
the amount expended upon sny or all of them, been larger
than evmports with due economy? In secordance with
these prineiples, the heads of the different exeentive depar:-
ments of the government, have been instructed 1o redues
their estimates fir the next fiscal year, to the lowest stand-
ard conzistent with the eflicieney of the service, and this
duty they have performed in a spirit of just economy. The
esttmates of the Treasnry, War, Navy, and Interior De-
pariments, have each been in some degree reduced ; und
unless a sudden and ainforeseen emergeney shou'd arise, it
is not anticipuied thut a deficiency will exist iu either with-
in the present or the next fiseal vear. The Post Office De-
partment is placed in a peenliar position, different from the
other departments, and to this I shall hereafier refer.

[ invite Congress to institnte a rigid serutiny to ascertain
whether the expenses in all the departients eannot be xtill
further redueed; and I promise them all the asid in my
power in pursuing the investigution.

WAR, NAVY AND INTERIOR DEPARTMENTS.

I transmit herewith the reports made to me by the Sec-
returies of War, ot the Nuvy, of tte Interior, and of the
Postmaster Genernl. They each eontain vuluable informa-
tion and important recommendations, to which I invite the
attention of Congress.

In my last annual message, [ took occasion to recommend
the immediate constraetion of ten small steamers, of light
dranght, for the purpuose of inereasing the efficiency of the
navy. Congress respunded to the recommendation, by uu-
tharizing the construc:ion of eight of them. The pruh-ress
which has been mude in executing this authority, s stated
in the report of the Secretary of i e Navy. I concur with
him in the opinion, that a greater number of this class of
vessels is neces ary, for ‘he purpose of protecting in a more
eflicient manner the persons and property of American cit-
izens on the high seus, and in foreign countries, as well as
in guarding more effectually our own coasts. 1 according-
Iy recommend the passage of an act for this purpose.

The snggestions contained in the report of the Seeretary
of the Interior, especially those in regard to the disposition
of the publie domain, the prnsion and bounty-land system,
the policy towards she Indians, and the amendment of our

&nteut law, are worthy of the serious consideration of
INgress.

POSTOFFICE DEPARTMENT.

The Post Office Depurtment occupies a position very dif-
derent from that of the other d=partments. For many vears
it was the policy of the government to render this a self-
sustuining department ; and if this cannot now be accom-
plished, in the present condition of the country, we onuglhit
to muke as near an approach to it as may be practicable.

The Postmaster General is placed 1n a most embarrassing
position by the existing laws.  He is ubhged to carry these
into effect. He bas vo other sitervative. He finds, how-
ever, that this cannot be dune without heavy demands upon
the treasury over and above what is received for postuge ;
and these have been progressively increasing from year to
Yeur until they amounted for the :ast fiscal year ending on
the 50th June, 185%, to more than four milfions and a half
of dullars; whilst it is esfimated that for the preseni fiscal
Year they will amount to $6,290,000. These sums are ex-
clusive of the anuual appropriation of 700,000 for eompen-

sation for the mail service performed for the two houses of

; and officers of ‘he gov-
ernment in the trunsportation of free matier.

The cause of these large deficits is mainly attribufable to
the increased expense of transporting the mails In 1852
the sum paid for this service was but a fractior above four
millions and a quarier. Since that year it hasannuglly in-
creased until in 1958 it bas reached move than eight mil-
lions and a quarter; and for the servige of 1839, it is esti-
mated that it will amount to more than ten millions of dol-
lars.

The receipts of the Post Office Department ean be made
to approach or to equal its expenditare, only by mesns of
the legislation of Congress.  In applving any remedy, care
should be taken that the people shall not be deprived of the
advantages, which they are fairly entitled to enjoy from the
Post Office Department. The principal remedies recom-
mended to the consideration of Congress by the Postmuster
General, are to restore the fuormer ra‘e of postage npon sin-
gle Istters (o five cents; to substitate for the franking priv-
ilege the delivery to those now entitled to enjov it, of post
office stamips for their correspondence, and to direct the de-
pariment, in making contraets for the transportaiion of the
mail, to confine itsif to the payment of the snm necessary
for thix single purpose, without regoiring it to be transpor-
ted in post eonches or carri:ug\'.r::? any particular deserip-
tion. Under the present system, the expense to the gov-
ernment is greatly increased, by requiring that the mail
shall be carried in such vehicles as will accommodate pas-
sengers.  This will be done without pay from the depart-
ment, over all roads where the travel will remunerate the
contractonrs, .

These recommendations deserve the grave consideration
of Congress,

THE PACIFIC RATLROAD.

T would again call" your attertion to the eonstruction of
a Pacific Railioad. Time and reflection have but served to
confirm me in the truth and justice of the nbservations
which [ made, on this subject, in my last annual message,
to which I beg leave resnectinlly to refer,

It is frecly ndmitted, that it wonld be inexpedicnt for this
government to exercise the power of construeting the Pa-
cific railroad by its own immedinte agents. Snch a policy
would increase the patrunuge of the executive 1o a danger-
ons extent, and introduce a systew of jobbing and corrup
tion, which no vigilance on'the. part of federal officials,
eonld either prevent or deteet. This can only be dune by
the keen eve, and active and eareful sapervision, of individ-
wal and private inferest. The econstruction of this road
onght, therefure, tu be commitied to companies ine rpora-
ted by the States, or other ngenecies whose pecuniary inter-
exts would be directly involved. Congress might then as-
sist therr in the work by granta of land or of moner, or
both, under such conditions and restrietions as would se-
ceureMhic travsportation of troops and munitions of war free
from any charge, and that of the United States muil at a
fair and reasonable price.

The orogress of events since the commencement of vour
lust session, has shown how soon diffienities disappear befure
a firm and determimed resolntion. At that time, such a
road was deemed by wise and patriotic men, to be a vision-
ary projeet.  The great d'stance to be overcome and the in-
tervening menntains and de<erts in the way, were ot 8'ac'es
which, in the opinion of many, eould not be surmoanted
Now, afrer the ‘ap.-w_-uf but a single vear, the<e obstacles, it
hins been discovered, are far less formiduble than they were
supposed to b ; and mail stages, with Pas=engers, now pass
und repass regalarly, twice in each week, by a common wa-
gon-raad between San Franciseo und 8t. Lonis and Mem-
phis, in less than twentv-five davs, The service has been
ns regnlarly performed, as it was, io former years, between
New York and this eity

Whilst dischoming a'l antherity to appropriate money
for the constenetion of this road, exerpt that aerived from
the war-making power of tle constitnion, there are Vi paor-
tant collateral eansiderntions urging ns to underiake the
work as speedily as possible,

The first and 1 ~t momentons of thess is, that such a

road would be a powerla! bond of union between the States

east and wesi of the Rocky momntaips.
dent as to require no illnsiration,

But agamn, in & commercial point of view, I consider this
the great question of the day With the ea<iern front of
our republie stretehing along the Mlantic, and its western
front along the Puacfie if all the parts shonld be united by
a safe, easy, and rupid intercomunication, we must necessa-
vily command a very large proportion of the trade both of
Europe and Asin.  Oar recent treaties wih China and Ja-
pan will open these rely amd popnloss empires to our com-
weree; and the history of the world proves, that the na-
tion which has gained possession of the trude with Eustern
Asin, has always beeome wealthy and powerfal, The peen-
liar geographical position of Cal.foreis and our Pac'tic pors-
Sessions, nvites J{muric in capital and enterprse into this
featitful field  To reap the rich barvest, hawever, it is an
indispensable prerequisite, that we shall first have a rail-
road, to convey and e reu'ate its produ- s thronghont every
portion of the Union.  Boesides, suchi a ralead through
our temperate latitude which would not be impeded by the
frosts umd snows of winter, nor by the tropical heats of
summer, wonld attract to itself much of the trave! und the
trade of all sations pas ing between Enrope an 1 Asia.

CAPTURE OF THE SLAVER * Ecmo ™

On the 218t of August last, Lient J. N Malit, of the
United States brig Doiphin, captured the slaver ¢ Echo,”
(formerly the Patnam of New Orleans,) acar Kay Verde,
on the enast of Caba, with wore than three hundred Afri-
can negroes on board.  The prize, ander the command or
Lieut. Bradiord of the Un.ted Staies navy, arrived ut
Charleston on the 27th August; when the negroes, three
hundred aund six in number, were delivered into the custo-
dv of the United States marshat for the distriet of South
Carolinn.  They were first placed in Castle Pinckoey, and
afterwands in Fort Sumpter, for safe-keeping, and were de-
tined there until the Lith September, when the sarvivors,
two hundred and seventy-one in pumber, were delivered on
b urd the United States stemmer Niagara, to be transparted
to the coast of Africa, under the chacge of the agent of the
United States, pursnunt 1o the provis ons of the act of the
sd March, 1504, “in addition 1o the acis prolubiting the
siave trade.”  Uwnder the 24 section of th's act, the Presi-
dent is “nuthorzed to muke such regn! & n< und wrrange-
ments as he mav deem expedient, for the sae-b evping, sup-
port, and removal bavond the limits of the United  States,
of all such negroes, minlattoes, or persons of color” capiured
by vessels of the United States, as may be delivered to the
marshal of the distriet into which they are bronght ; “and
o appoint a proper person or persons residing upon the
coust of Alriea, asugent or agents for receiving the negroes,
mnlattoes, o0 persons of color, deliversd from on bosed
vessels seized o fhie prosecation of the siave trude by com-
manders of the United States arimed vissels,”

A doubt immedintely arose as (o the true eonstraetion of
this act. It isquite clear fromirs terms that the President
was authorized 1w provide **for the sate-keeping, support,
and removal” of these negroes up tili the tiwe of ther de-
livery to the sgent on the coast of Afriea; but no express
provision was made for their protection and support afier
they had reached the place of their destination.  Still, an
agent was 1o be appointed to recerve them in Afriea; and
it conld not have been sapposad that Congress intended he
should desert them at the moment they were received, and
turn them lowse on that inhespitnb ¢ const to perish for
waunt of findd, or 10 become agaun the victims of the slave
trade.  Had this been the intention of Congress, the em-
pln_\'ill(‘lll of an agent 1o receive lllt'lll, who 1= rc(lllnl'cd Lo
resade on the ceast, was unnecessary, and they nught have
been Linded by onr vessels anywhere i Afiicn, and left
expused 1o the suflerings and the fate which wouid eertain-
iy awamt them.

Mr Monroe, in higspreeiul message of (7th December, 11 Y
at the first session after the act was passed, anmounced o
Congress what, i s opinien, was iis true consiruction —
He betieved it 1o be lis daty ander i, to filiow these un-
fortunates info Afriea, and wake provision for them there,
unil they should be abie 1w prov de fur thems<elves. In
comumueating this mterpreiation ol the act 1o Congress,
he sta el ihat -ome doubi bad been enteriained as o 1 8
true intent and meaning, aud he submntied the question to
thein, so that they meghn, * shon’d it be deemed advisuble,
amend the rame before further proceed ngs are lind under
i Nothing wus done by Congross to exphon the set, and
Mr. Monroe procecded o carry it into excention according
to his own interpretation.  Thes, then, became the practical
construction.  When the Africans from on board the Echo
were delrvered to the varshal at Charle ston, 11 beeame my
duty to consider what disposition ought to be m de of then
nider the law.  For many reasons it was expedient to re-
wove them fiom that loeabity as speedily as po-s ble. Al
though the conduet of the suthorities and ¢ tizens of
Charieston, in giviang cmutenanee to the execiition of he
law, was junst what mvght bhuve been exp e ed from b ir
high character, yel a projouged continnasce of three hun-
dred Africans i the innnediaie vicmay of that ey, conid
not have faiied to become n source of nconven ence aud
anxtely to its inhabitants. Where to <end them wus he
question.  There was vo portion of the coast of Afriea, 1o
which they corld be removed with any regard to humaniy,
except to Liberm.  Under ihese circumstanees, an agre--
ment was entered imto with the Colonization Soeiety
the ith of Scprember last, 4 copy of which is herewih
transmitted, nnder wheh the Society engaged. for the eon-
sideration of foriy-five thousand collurs, (o regeive these
Africans in Liberia from the agent of the United Si: e+, and
furnish them during the period of one vear thereaft r. with
comfurtable sheiter, clolbing, provisious, and mwed.cal at-
tendance, cansing the children to reecive schooling ; and
uil, whetlier chiidren or adults, 1o be instructed 1o the arts
in civilized e, smiabie to their condition.  This aggregate
uf foriy-five thousand dollars was based upon an atlowance
of une hundred and tifty dollars for each wdividusl, and as
there has been considerable mortality amongst them, aod
may be more before they resch Afiica, the society have

, inan equituble spirit, to make such a deduction
from the amount, us ander the circumsiances may appear
just and reasonuble. Tlus cannot be tixed until we shall
ascertain the actual number which may become a charge to
the society.

It wus also distinctly agreed, that under no cirenmstances
shall this government be culled upon for any additional ex-

nses.

The agents of the society manifested a laudable desire to
conform to the wishes of the government, throughout the
transaction. They assured e that, after a careful ealeula-
tion, they would be required to expend the sum of one hun-
dred and bfty doilars vn cach individual in complying.with
the agreement, and they would have nothing left to remu-
nerate them for their care, trouble, and responsibility. At
all events, [ could make no better arrangement, and there
was nu other alternative. Dur.ng the period when the gov-
ernment itself, tlirvugh its owu agents, undertink the tusk
of providing for capiured negroes in Africa, the cust per
bead was very much greater.

There having been o outstanding appropriation appliea-
ble to this purpuse, I could not sdvance any money on the
agreemient. [ therefore recommend that an appropriutivn
m!g be made, of the amonut necessary to carry itinto effect.

ther captures of a similar charucter may, and probably
will, be mude by our nayal forces; and I earnestly recum-
mend thut Congress may amend the second section of the
act of Marech 3, 1819, so as to free its construction from the
ambiguity which has so long existed, and render the duty
of the President plain in executing its provisions,

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA.

I recommend to your favorable regard the local interests
of the Distriet of Columbia. As the residence of Congress
and the executive depurtments of the government, we can-
nut fail to feel & deep concern inits welfare. This 18 height-
ened by the high charucter-and the peuceful snd orderly
conduct of its resident inbabitants.

This is sy =elf ov -

" for ap
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I cannot withoutwﬁ:rmm;:.:mhle uly

ressing m tification, that so kindly re-
S tot mmenduiqn of my lusi annnal message,
by affording meé safficieat time before the cluse of their late
session, for ¢ e examination of ail the bills presented 1o me

This change in the practice of Congress, has
to be a wholesome reform. It exerted a bemeficial
on the transaction of legislative business, and elic-
ite” the apprubation of the country. It enabled
Con to adjourn with-that dignity and deliberation so
becoming to the rep-esentatives of this great republic, with-
out having erowded into general appropriation bills provi-
s'ons fureign to their naiure, and of doubiful canstitution-
ality and expedicoey. Let me warmly und strougly com-
mend this ent.deslabliltl;ed by tl:en-u-_lvu, as a guide

i ings during the nt session.
i el et - pﬁnm BUCHANAN.

Wasnixerox Ciry, Deecember 6, 1855,
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The Legislature.

On Tuesday the bill to aid the Fayetteville Coal-
fields Road was defeated in the Senate, by a vote of
15 to 30. The friends of the measure hope to obtain
a reconsideration of the vote to-day.

The House of Commons was occupied for the
Breater part of its scssions on Tuesday and Wednes-
day, in hearing and considering the arguments for
and against the right to a seat as a mewber of E. G:
Haywood, Esq., of Wake county, who was when
clected, and is now Clerk and Master in Equity for
Wake county. Mr. Haywood addressed the House
at length on Tuesday and Wednesday in support of
his right to a scat, and was replied to on Wednesday
by Mr. Benbury. The House will probably come
to a vote on the question to«lay.

On Wednesday the death of Chief Justice Nash
was announced in both houses, and appropriale reso-
lutions touching that sad event were unanimously
adopted. Able and eloquent tributes were paid by
several members to his public and private virtues.

President’s Message.

We devote much of our space to-day to this im-
portant document. It is one of the ablest State pa-
pers which has ever emanated from the pen of its
great author, and will be perused with decp interest
iy mililions on this continent and in Europe.

We concur with the President in every word he
has =aid on the slavery question and Kansas,

His views in relation to Spain and Cuba, Mexico,
the Nicaragua trunsit route, and in relation to our
foreign poliey generally, will meet the approval of a
large wajority of the Awmerican people.

Tue House Taxer.—-Prof. Lanier yesterday tamed
a wild horse belonging to Sheriff High of this City.
The horse could be neither ridden nor driven with |
an open umbrella, and was particularly afraid of
the sound of a drum. Prof. L. soon made the horse

follow him through our streets to the rattling of a
drum carried by the Professor. He was then har- J
ressed toa sulky and driven round, the Professor |
sitting in the sulky and holding an open umbrella |
in on¢ hand and tapping the drum with the other. '
The success of Prof. L. was complete. I
|
|
|

t=¥" Congress assemble] on Monday last.  Both
our Senators, Messrs. Reid'and Clingman, were in
attendance the tirst day and five of our members of
the House, to wit: Messrs, Ruffin, Winslow, Branch,
Seales, and Craige.  We publish in another column
a brief synopsis of the two first days.

Dearn or Jony D). Hawkixs,—John D. Hawkins,
Esq., expired at his residence in Franklin County,
on the 5th instant, at an advanced age. An obitua- |
ry notice, prepared by a friend, is unavoidubly crow-
ded out, but wlil appear in our next.

2" The Hon. John W, Ellis, the Governor elect,
has been in the City for several days past. Gov.
Eliis is in excellent health, -

We have also had the pleasure of meeting the |
Hon. Williamn H. Polk, of Tennessee, who is on a
visit to the City.

.\Pmu'.\"rm;.\:‘T.—-llmry_R._ lirlvnn. Esq., of this

' City, has been appointed by the Circuit Court of |

the United States Clerk of the same, viee Edward
Cantwell, Esq., resigned the 30th September last.

SvescripTioN 0o THE WestERy EXTExsion.—We

| learn that the people of McDowell have voted at the |

polls, by a majority of 211, to subscribe $50,000 to |
the Western Extension.

337" A number of articles intended for this day's
paper have been crowded out by the President's
Message,

Ustry Laws axp Baxgs.—The following from the
New York Journal of Commerce, may not be inop-
portune at the present time, and not unworthy the
attention of the members of the Legislature, as this
question will in all probability be brought before
them during the present session :—

“To remove the more common temptations to
reckless banking, and to provide a more substantial
basis for the credit superstructure we cannot yet af-
ford to demolish, why not take a step in the direc-
tion of freedom, and abolish the odious Usury Laws? |
It is the operation of these tyrannical regulations,
left us as a legacy from the barbarous ages, which
render so many other legislative restrictions neces-
sary.

We forbid the legitimate loaning of money at over
seven per cent., and then create, by law, a class of
nstitutions which are enabled to declare eight and
ten per cent. dividends by the very practices we are
now exhausting our wisdom to prevent. We in-
crease the competition in banking, without increas-
ing capital, by refusing the same profit to money
cmployed in more natural channels ; and after stim-
ulating this strife by every conceivable legislative
artifice, until the fever thus created leads to all sorts
of wild excesses, we set to work, on the homweopa-
thic principle to cool off the excitement and restrain
the madness by a farther exhibition of the same pro-
cess.”

Governor R. F. Aliston, of South-Carolina, in his

message to the Legislature, thus briefly alludes to
the same subject :

‘“As to the banks, trusting to the experience and

superior wisdom of members. I will not occupy you |

with any suggestions of my own, further than for
the repeal of the usury laws, and to recommend sta-
bility and as little legislation as possible. I would
willingly diminish the number of banks, when ex-
isting charters expire. But, having once chartered
a bank upon a basis insuring due responsibility, 1
would trust its board of directors to manage the
monopoly upon the recognized Erinciple of banking,
and the governing course of business, interfering
not by temporary laws, harsh restrictions and pen-
alties, believing, as I do, that the great security to
the community for the faithful management of a

bank is to be found in the character of the persons
by whom it is administereg.”

A Mississiept Free Fionr.—The Rmkin' county

(Miss.) Journal tells of a free fight at the Court-
house of that county. It says:

** After the trial there was a general fight, which
we are told was unequalled, in point of lge number
emg&ged,t I(:}J;'m‘{t“hmg l.ha::l has ever happened in the
county. ¢ fellow caught up a and beat

theﬁr chap :ﬁth him most smml:ll)?og 8
coffee pot filled with whiskey, with which he beat
the head of his adversary. {)m man was stabbed,
and the wounds, though severe, we learn are not
likely to prove mortal. Tt is said at Jeast fifty men

Another had s |

| and winerals used as gems and for work.

| important.

were engaged in the row.”

e S R For the s“l:lﬁ
FACTS RELATIVE TO THE PRODUCTg
DEEP RIVER. S OF

A gentleman said to-day, that he did not 1,
that 5:: black band ore contained oil, vuj i";h‘-'te
sure it cannot be amiss to speak of this mager mim
more, premising, however, that any gentlemg, w}
really doubts it shall be convinced by oceyly, e:
monstration by calling at my laboratory anq wit
nessing the process. Ixhall go on and sy, =
facts now as though there were no disholicvere

The blackband lies in two helts, "*-'I‘al'nu-.l'frm
each other by about 25 feet of gray shal, m"!’l
stone. The upper band, which is connecteg with
the main coal seam, is about 3 fect thick, by 2
of it is rather poor in iron; the lower is 4 feet _]n:;
some of this belt passes into a bony coal, Ly ;, is
rich in oil. Its specific gravity is about thye. th.-.:
is, it is three times heavier than an equal i,y of

water. A square foot of water weighs 623 )1, \
square yard will therefore weigh 5061 i, The
lower belt being two yards thick, but asuing g
one yard thick, an acre will contain '.':‘.,f;-t::‘t.,,,;
Three tons will make a ton of pig iron, and ]i.‘.;,_.k._.u;

acre will make 4,519 tons, and so on.  But gy 41,
Jject is to calculate the amount of oil which i con-
tained in any given quantity of the ore. Then i
a thickness of ¥ feet of ore which yiclds a fin
Its yield is about 12 gallons to the ton, say 16 .y
lons. Ttis 3 yards deep, and henee, according 4,
the forcgoing calculation, in a square yarl of gy
face there is 15,183 Ibs; and hence in an gop
31,698 tons. An acre will then yield in oil, jq,.
zole, &c., 316,980 gallons. The rude o] o e
ducts is worth at least 40 ct=. per gal. or 2126 7
The crude oil in a square mile will be wort), s«
555,240, Taking a ton of the ore by itself it gy
be doubted whether it would pay, luit whey 1.
quantity is considered, and the ezse with which it i
(Iistiﬂed. it is not to be doubted for a mem-nt 1.
this valuable ore can be made to pay well, cspeciy).
ly as a side product in manufacturing iron,
this is only a single branch of the business wiig,
would spring into life, when a way is opened 1
Deep river.  But again the coal shales, of which; wy
have 15 to 20 feet thick in a body, yiclding <.
15 gallons of oil to the ton—or 5 yards thich iy
mass.  Supposing there is only 10 square wil < of
it, even that product in oil will be enormon— gy
one can make the caleulation. The slate is alog
2} times heavier than water, or its specitic mmavity is
about 2.50, water being one. The oil or produt
when purified is finer than the oil from the Cage
coal of Ohio, and loses less in purifvine. B i
does not yicld so much.  Sull, ean it be suppocd
that this oil may not be extracted at a profit in thee
enterprising days? It does not require a red heat
Besides, the ammoniated products furnishod by i
tillation, will be large enough to become un wrtide
of traffic as a fertilizer, and after the valualle yo.
‘ducts have been obtained, the refuse of fine Jate, =<
it contains lime and phosphoric acid from the aluy.
dance of coprolites the slates contain, will itself Le.
come a fertilizer for the swrrounding couniry.
E. EMMOXS,
December 8, 1858, State Geologist,

- F-ul' the S0 ni.'.l,&hl.
ROCKS,

The Geological Cabinet of Oxford Female Collize
contains about six hundred specimens of rocks, i
nerals and fossils, from almost every pat of tie
world. It includes specimens of all the eommon
rocks and of the ores of the common metals, ad
many of the rarer speeies, such as Litanium, HolyL.
denum, Cerium, Uranium, &e., &c. A larze ot
tion of the collection consists of civstalized rocks
.\I.ue:a;
these are Berly, Chrysoberyl, Lousmaline, Rulxl-
lite, Kyanite Garnet, Opal, Chrysoprose, Chalee-
dony, Agate, Jasper, &e. In addition to the above,
about two hundred duplicate gspecimens are Lept for
exchange with Geologists and with those who find
“strange and curious rocks.” Every hill in Nortl-
Carolina contains geological specimens of interest
and value. Persons finding such may have them
examined free of charge and obtain their full value

i by sending them here.

The Cabinet is opened to visitors every Saturday.
J. 1. MILLs.
CONGRESSIONAL
Wasnixgrox, Dec, 6, 1858,
Sexate.—Notice was given that the Scnate would

" call up the Pacific Railway bill to-morrow.

My, Mason, of Virginia, asked that the Armistead

| schooner case be made a special order for Monday.

A short discussion followed.

The President’s Message was then received and
read.

Mr. Huale, of New Hampshire, the * Senatorial

i Joker,” made some sarcastic remarks on the message,
i likening the President to Job, and also to an anti-

quated Florence Nightingale who picked up the
wounded in the late Pennsylvania election and sent

| them to the Austrian Hospitals for recovery. Ad-
| Journed.

Hovse.—The usual Committees were appointed
to wait on the President for his message.

Mr. Dewart, of Pennsylvania, attempted to intre-
duce a resolution on the increase of dutics on iron,
coal, wood sugar, lead and otherarticles requiring
protection from foreign competition, which was inc-
fectaal

The message was then received and read, after
which the House adjourned.

Toeespay, Dec. 7, 1858

Sexate.—The business transacted to-day was un-
Several uninteresting pelitions were
presented.

AMr. Wilson gave notice of his intention to intro-
duce a hill appropriating 1,000,000 of acres of the
public lands for the support of free schools in the
District of Columbia.

Mr. Gwin being out of erder, yesterday, for czl-
ling up the Pacific Railway bill, gave notice that he

| would do so at an early day.

The Senate then adjourned to Thursday to allow
the adjustment of committees,

Hotvse.—Numerous bills, acted on by the Senate
at the former session, were appropriately roferred.
The Hounse took up the resolution of the last session,
reported from the committee on foreign affairs, re-
questing the President to take such steps as may by,
in his judgment, caleulated to effect the speedy aliro-
gation of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty. Mr. Ritchic
moved to lay the resolution on the table. The mo-
tion was negatived—yeas 99, nays 43, It was then
referred to the committee of the whole.

Mr. Billinghurst endeavored to have reconsidercd
the vote yesterday, by which Mr. Curtis's plan for
a Central Pacific Railroad was referred to the select
committee on that subject, remarking that the com-
mittee having failed in their object, therefore, of ne-
cessity, the bill should bLe referred to some other
committee.

Mr. Curtis replied that he did not despair of a
compromise, but if one was made the committce
must agree on the central route.  Mr. Billinghurst's
motion was lost. After some other business of no
special public importance, the House adjourned to
Thursday.

Walker's Last Ejjort. )

MogiLe, Dec. i.—The Grand Jury was in session
several days last weck. - The witnesses were Sand-
ford, Collector of Customs, and Smith, Deputy Col-
lector. Also Natzmer, Hesse, and Wm. A. Smith.
They were all rigorously examined. Gen. Walker
was on the stand about six hours. He was interro-
gated as to his course of life in Nicaragua, Sonora
and California. No bill was found. On Friday
Judge Campbell, and Wilson, a secret agent of the
Government, left for Washington.

Resvur or Recest Evecrioss.—The Journal of
Commerce figures up in a table an absolute and re-
lative gain by the Democratic party in the late elec-
tions in the different States, compared with the Jast
Presidential election ; even in the free States the
Democra:lté have .gained slightly upon the Republi-
can, and u the aggregate Opposition vote m-
mensely. lﬂo;nkea; the total Opposition vote (Re-
publican and American) at the sidental clection,
in 1856, 1,547,616 ; total Opposition vote at the re-
cent elections, 1,251,946 ; total decrease of Opposi-
tion votes, 295,679 ; increase of Democratic votes,
as calculated, 10,996 ; Democratic gain since 1595,
306,666,

Mass Meeting in New Orleans.

New Orweaxs, Dec. 6.—The las mass mect-
ing, to-night, was the largest and most enthusiastic

ever witnessed in New Orleans. The Odd Fellows’
Hall was filled, and thousands were unable to gain ad-
mittance. Mr. Soule was president. Lafayette square
and the street adjoining the hall were crowded




